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imitate them,—deeming hunger still harder to bear than the
arduous labor and risks attending such fishing. It was a sight
to arouse pity, to see poor Frenchmen in a Canoe, amid rain
and snow, borne hither and thither by whirlwinds on those great
Lakes, which often show waves as high as those of the Sea. The
men frequently found their hands and feet frozen upon their
return, while occasionally they were overtaken by so thick a
fall of powdery snow, driven against them by a violent wind,
that the one steering the Canoe could not see his companion in
the bow. How then gain the port? Verily, as often as they
reached land, their doing so seemed to be a little miracle.
Whenever their fishing was successful, they laid by a little
store, which they smoked and used for provision when the fish-
ing was over, or the season no longer admitted of fishing,

There is in that country a certain plant, four feet or there-
about in height, which grows in marshy places. A little before
it ears, the Savages go in their Canoes and bind the stalks of
these plants in clusters, which they separate from one another
by as much space as is needed for the passage of a Canoe when
they return to gather the grain. Harvest time having come,
they guide their Canoes through the little alleys which they have
opened across this grain-field, and bending down the clustered
masses over their boats, strip them of their grain. As often as
a Canoe is full, they go and empty it on the shore into a ditch
dug at the water’s edge. Then they tread the grain and stir it
about long enough to free it entirely of hulls; after which they
dry it, and finally put it into bark chests for keeping. This
grain much resembles Oats, when it is raw; but, on being cooked
in water, it swells more than any European grain.—Je8. Rela-
tions, xlviii, pp. 12, 115-143.

1662-72: RELATIONS BETWEEN THE WISCONSIN TRIBES AND
THE SIOUX.

[From Perrot’s Mémoire.]

The Outaouas and other tribes lived in peace, during several
years, in the country to which they had fled to avoid being har-



